Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


vmm 

FOREIGN  AGRiCULTURE  CIRCULAR 

fj  J  m                 UNITED  STATES    DEPARTMENT    OF  AGRICULTURE 
~g^(L                    f^^F|2rto!^ 'jJ^g^L^U  RAU  SERVICE. 

WASH  1  NG TO  N,  D  C 

TIM  12-55 

1  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 

August  29,  1955 

"INTERNATIONAL  MEAT  TRADE  1954 


WORLD  TRADE  IN  MEAT,  1954* 

Exporting  Countries         Importing  Countries 


TOTAL  5,019  MIL  LB.  TOTAL  4,207  MIL.  LB. 

*  INCLUDES  BEEF  AND  VEAL.  PORK,  MUTTON  AND  LAMB,  COAT 
AND  HORSEMEAT  ON  A  CARCASS  WEIGHT  BASIS 


A  sharp  increase  In  the  quantity  of  meat  moving  from  exporting 
countries  was  the  dominant  feature  of  the  international  trade  in  meat 
in  1954..    Over  5  billion  pounds  of  meat  (carcass  weight  basis)  were 
exported  from  the  44  countries  for  which  detailed  estimates  have  been 
prepared  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  compared  with  4.6  billion 
in  1953  and  4.1  billion  in  1952.    Average  exports  from  these  countries 
in  1946-50  were  4.5  billion  pounds. 
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During  1954  the  largest  exporting  countries  in  order  of  size  were 
Denmark,  Argentina,  New  Zealand,  Australia,  Uruguay,  the  Netherlands, 
Ireland,  France,  Canada,  the  United  States  and  Poladd,    About  70  per- 
cent of  the  exports  originated  in  Denmark,  Argentina,  New  Zealand  and 
Australia, 

The  high  level  of  exports  from  the  important  surplus  producing 
countries  indicates  the  increased  competition  that  United  States  pro- 
ducers face  from  foreign  sources  and  the  difficulty  of  expanding  ex- 
port markets  for  meat. 

As  usual,  the  United  Kingdom  imported  the  largest  quantity  of  meat 
in  1954.    Imports  of  2.9  billion  pounds  accounted  for  almost  70  per- 
cent of  the  total  imports  of  the  44  countries  under  review.    The  United 
States  was  the  second  largest  importer  obtaining  412  million  pounds 
from  foreign  sources.    The  U.S.S.R.  was  third  with  recorded  imports  of 
135  million  pounds  from  the  free  world.    The  next  largest  importers  were 
".est  Germany,  France,  Sweden,  Belgium  and  Italy  followed  by  a  number  of 
importers  of  seller  size. 
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1/  All  meats  converted  to  a  carcass  weight  equivalent  includes  beef  and 
veal,  pork,  mutton  and  lamb,  goat  and  horse  meat;  excludes  live  animals, 
edible  offal,  lard,  rab'rit  and  poultry.  2/  Preliminary.  3/  TJot  available. 
4/  Imports  do  not  balance  with  exports  as  trade  statistics  of  some  coun- 
tries, especially  small  importing  countries,  do  not  show  separately  meat 
import  figures.  Also  in  postwar  years  some  countries  have  not  published 
trade  statistics. 
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Imports  by  the  United  Kingdom  dropped  off  somewhat  from  a  year 
earlier.    Imports  during  1954  totaled  2.9  million  pounds  compared  with 
3.2  in  1953  and  3.0  billion  the  average  for  194-6-50.    Bacon  is  the 
largest  pork  item  imported  by  the  United  Kingdom  and  Denmark  is  the 
largest  supplier.    Poland  and  the  Netherlands  were  the  other  principal 
suppliers.    Bacon  in  British  parlance  is  the  dressed  hog  side  which  is 
cured  and  smoked.    In  contrast,  only  the  belly  portion  is  cured  as  bacon 
in  the  United  States.    Only  a  small  amount  of  canned  hams  were  imported. 
Luring  1954  Australia  was  the  United  Kingdom's  largest  supplier  of  beef 
and  Argentina  ranked  second.    New  Zealand,  Ireland,  the  Netherlands  and 
Uruguay  were  suppliers  of  intermediate  size.    Smaller  amounts  were  ob- 
tained from  Poland,  Denmark,  Brazil  and  a  number  of  other  countries.  New 
Zealand  was  by  far  the  largest  supplier  of  mutton  and  lamb.    Australia  and 
Argentina  were  smaller  suppliers* 

The  British  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has  agree- 
ments for  the  purchase  of  bacon  from  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  which  ter- 
minate September  29,  1956;  from  Poland,  terminating  December  31,  1955;  and 
with  the  Republic  of  Ireland,  which  runs  until  April  30,  1956.    The  con- 
tract with  Ireland  encludes  some  pork  as  well  as  bacon. 

During  the  first  5  months  of  1955  imports  of  meat  by  the  United  King- 
dom totaled  10  percent  more  than  a  year  esrlier. 

United  States  imports  of  meat  declined  slightly  during  1954  with 
larger  imports  of  pork  not  quite  offsetting  reduced  imports  of  beef.  The 
largest  part  of  the  beef  imported  was  canned,  mostly  canned  corned  beef 
from  Argentina,  Uruguay  and  Brazil.    Imports  of  pork  continued  at  record 
high  levels  during  1954.    The  imports  were  principally  fresh  and  frozen 
pork  from  Canada  and  canned  hams  from  the  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Poland, 
Canada  and  v/est  Germany.    No  canned  corned  beef  is  produced  in  the  United 
States  in  consumer-size  cans.    Domestic  processors  get  more  for  beef  suit- 
able for  such  processing  if  sold  as  bulk  or  loose  corned  beef  or  if  it  is 
sold  in  any  form  other  than  canned*    Production  of  canned  hams  has  been 
rising  steadily  in  the  United  States  in  recent  years* 

Beef  exports  from  the  United  States  last  year  were  below  1953,  large- 
ly because  of  smaller  exports  to  Greece  and  r  estern  Germany,  which  had 
been  financed  under  United  States  government  aid  programs.    The  smaller 
pork  exports  during  1954  largely  resulted  from  smaller  shipments  of  fat 
back  to  the  Netherlands  and  "restern  Germany.    Restrictions  on  imports  of 
the  United  States  pork  products  because  of  the  presence  of  the  Vesicular 
Exanthema  in  the  United  States  are  sharply  restricting  exports. 
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Although  official  trade  data  for  the  U.S.S.R»  are  not  available, 
that  country  imported  at  least  185  million  pounds  of  meat  from  non- 
Communist  areas  during  1954  as  indicated  from  the  export  statistics  of 
other  countries.    The  U-3.S.R.  made  extensive  purchases  of  meat  in 
Denmark,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  New  Zealand  and  Australia  and  smaller  pur- 
chases in  Canada  and  a  few  other  countries.    Imports  by  the  U.S&R.  were 
very  small  in  1952  but  rose  sharply  in  1953  and  1954. 

Germany*  s  imports  during  1954-  were  significantly  smaller  than  a  year 
earlier  but  her  exports  were  also  down  from  1953 •    Net  imports  in  the  two 
years  were  about  equal.    France' s  exports  reached  very  high  levels  as  the 
government  subsidized  exports  as  a  price  support  measure.    Sweden1 s  im- 
ports rose  significantly  and  exports  dropped  off.    The  meat  trade  of  Bel- 
gium  consisted  of  fairly  large  exports  and  fairly  large  imports  so  that  the 
two  almost  balanced.    In  the  previous  two  years  Belgium's  exports  had  been 
in  excess  of  its  imports.    It  is  estimated  that  local  production  supplied 
97  percent  of  Belgium's  beef  requirements  in  1954  but  3  percent  of  the 
pork  produced  was  exported.    Italy's  imports  in  1954  were  moderately 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier  and  exports  were  reduced  to  an  unusually  low 
level. 

Exports  from  Denmark,  Argentina ,  New  Zealand  and  Uruguay  during  1954 
were  greater  than  a  year  earlier  but  exports  from  Australia  were  down 
moderately  from  1953.    Exports  from  Ireland  rose  to  high  levels  reflect- 
ing the  increased  demand  for  meat  in  the  United  Kingdom.    Although  data 
for  Eastern  Europe  are  not  shown  separately  on  the  table  ,  exports  from 
Poland  declined  from  139  million  pounds  in  1953  to  112  million  during 
1954.    The  United  Kingdom  took  most  of  the  exportable  surplus  and  this 
was  mostly  bacon,  but  some  beef  and  other  pork  products  were  received. 
Exports  from  Poland  to  the  United  States  were  chiefly  canned  hams  and 
shoulders.    Exports  from  Canada  continued  to  rise.    Exports  during  1954 
of  156  million  pounds  were  nearly  45  percent  greater  than  in  1953. 


(A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  August  8,  1955 
issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets.) 


